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Dear Ken and Tami:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Spokane Convention
Center SEPA checklist, DNS, and the shoreline substantial development request
(#Z130003SSDP). After researching the location of our facilities and access in the
proposed project area, the site plans and location of the convention center were not
detailed enough to adequately assess the exact footprint in relationship to the impact
that the improvements would have on Avista facilities.   
Avista owns and maintains the electric distribution line that runs parallel to the
Centennial Trail in this area as well as operates the Upper Falls Hydroelectric
Development in the immediate area. It also has a number of easements that it must
ensure are protected and maintained in order for it to operate its electric distribution
and generation facilities into the future. The SEPA checklist indicated that trail
modifications and sewer line relocation are expected. It is imperative that the plans
for the improvements identify the existing and relocated utilities, access to the utilities,
and trail modifications in order to adequately determine impacts to our facilities.
Additionally, it is critical that access to our facilities be maintained to accommodate
construction equipment, including semi’s with trailers and heavy equipment usage to
properly maintain and operate our utilities as needed.
The conceptual site plan has a boat launching area under the Division Street Bridge.
As you are aware, any water activity between the east end of the Division Street
Bridge and the west end of the Monroe Street bridge is prohibited under Section
10.19.010. This regulation is for the public safety, however we have previously
offered to work with the PFD to integrate an access site in the area under the bridge if
the local ordinance is revised. Avista, however continues to believe that the best
river access site is located upstream of the bridge near the River Point
Condominiums.  
Attached are a map, easements, and prior comments from Avista regarding the
proposed expansion of the Spokane Convention Center. Please provide me with
future documentation, details, maps, and notices as the process develops on the
proposal.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.          
  
Robin L. Bekkedahl
Sr. Environmental Scientist
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